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ESTABLISHMENT  OF  NEW  NATIONAL 
MINT  AT  CANBERRA 

The  following  is  the  full  official  statement  on  the  new 
N ational  Mint  released  by  the  T reasurer,  the  Right  Honourable 
Harold  Holt,  m.p.,  on  29  April  1962 

Arrangements  are  in  hand  for  the  construction  of  a 
new  National  Mint  in  Canberra.  Mr  Holt  said  today 
that  work  had  commenced  on  the  detailed  architec- 
tural design  for  the  new  building  and  that  it  was  hoped 
that  the  building  would  be  completed  by  the  middle 
of  1964.  The  installation  and  testing  of  the  minting 
machinery  and  other  equipment  would  be  completed 
shortly  afterwards. 

Mr  Holt  said  that  the  new  Adint  has  been  designed 
for  an  ultimate  capacity  which  should  be  adequate 
for  Australian  coinage  requirements  for  many  years 
to  come.  For  the  first  few  years  of  its  operation,  it 
would  concentrate  mainly  on  the  replacement  of  exist- 
ing x\ustralian  coins.  This  has  become  desirable  for  a 
number  of  reasons.  For  example,  the  present  penny 
and  halfpenny  are  heavy  and  cumbersome  in  relation 
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to  their  value,  while  the  threepence  is  regarded  in 
many  quarters  as  being  inconveniently  small.  More- 
over, each  of  these  coins  is  now  being  produced  at  a 
loss  to  the  Commonwealth.  Whatever  final  decision 
the  Government  makes  on  the  decimal  currency  ques- 
tion, it  has  therefore  decided  that  all  coins  with  a 
denomination  less  than  the  equivalent  of  sixpence  will 
be  replaced  as  soon  as  possible  with  new  bronze  coins, 
using  the  same  alloys  as  the  present  pence  and  half- 
pence, but  much  smaller  in  size.  The  magnitude  of  this 
task  is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  over  1500  million 
Australian  threepences,  pence  and  halfpence  have  been 
issued  to  the  public  and  that,  while  the  necessary  num- 
ber of  replacement  coins  will  be  much  less  than  that 
figure,  it  will  be  exceptionally  high  in  relation  to  the 
present  average  current  demand  of  approximately  80 
million  coins  of  all  denominations  by  the  Australian 
public  each  year. 

Another  factor  leading  to  the  necessity  for  a recon- 
stitution of  the  Australian  coinage  is  that  the  alloy 
presently  used  in  Australian  silver  coins  cannot  be 
used  with  the  large-scale  melting  and  rolling  techniques 
now  adopted  by  modern  Mints.  More  than  600  million 
Australian  silver  coins  with  denominations  of  sixpence 
and  above  are  outstanding  and  the  replacement  of  a 
large  proportion  of  these  coins  could  in  due  course  also 
throw  a heavy  burden  on  the  new  Mint. 

Mr  Holt  said  that  the  Commonwealth  Government 
is  at  present  purchasing  its  requirements  of  Australian 
coin  from  the  Melbourne  and  Perth  Mints.  While  the 
Mint  buildings  and  equipment  are  owned  respectively 
by  the  Governments  of  Victoria  and  Western  Aus- 
tralia, these  two  institutions  operate  as  branches  of  the 


Numisma 


51 


Royal  Mint,  London,  and  are  now  the  only  two  re- 
maining oversea  branches  of  the  Royal  Mint.  When 
the  new  National  Mint  is  fully  in  operation,  the 
Commonwealth  will  purchase  no  further  coins  from 
the  Melbourne  and  Perth  Mints  but,  as  no  gold  re- 
finery will  be  incorporated  in  the  Mint  at  Canberra, 
gold  refining  operations  will  continue  to  be  necessary 
in  Melbourne  and  Perth.  Mr  Holt  said  that  he  was 
hopeful  that  many  of  the  staff  of  the  two  existing 
Mints  at  present  employed  on  coining  operations  will 
be  applicants  for  positions  at  the  new  National  Mint. 

As  a matter  of  historical  interest,  Mr  Holt  recalled 
that  branches  of  the  Royal  Mint,  London,  were  opened 
in  Sydney  in  1855,  Melbourne  in  1872,  and  Perth  in 
1899.  They  were  established  primarily  to  service  the 
gold-mining  industry  in  the  three  main  gold-producing 
colonies.  In  addition  to  assaying  and  refining  gold,  they 
minted  Imperial  gold  sovereigns  and  half  sovereigns  on 
behalf  of  the  United  Kingdom  Government. 

Up  to  1909,  United  Kingdom  silver  and  bronze  coins 
were  used  in  Australia,  all  of  these  coins  being  im- 
ported from  the  Royal  Mint,  London,  and  issued 
through  its  Australian  branches. 

The  Australian  Coinage  Act  1909  provided  for  the 
issue  of  Australian  coins  with  a distinctive  design  and, 
until  1916,  these  coins  were  minted  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Australian  silver  coins  were  first  struck  in  the  Afel- 
bourne  Mint  in  1916,  followed  by  Australian  bronze 
coins  in  the  Sydney  and  Melbourne  Mints  in  1920.  The 
Sydney  .Mint  ceased  operations  in  1926.  The  Perth 
Mint  has  produced  Australian  bronze  coins  since  1940, 
and  the  usual  arrangement  in  recent  years  has  been 
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for  Australian  silver  coins  to  be  minted  in  Melbourne 
and  bronze  coins  in  Perth.  However,  when  these  two 
Mints  have  been  unable  to  cope  with  current  demand, 
Australian  coins  have  been  ordered  from  time  to  time 
from  Mints  in  London,  the  United  States  and  India. 

Mr  Holt  said  that  the  new  National  Mint  will 
incorporate  modern  techniques  which  are  now  an 
accepted  principle  of  mint  design  overseas.  Australian 
technical  officers  have  been  given  the  opportunity  of 
extensive  discussions  with  specialists  in  a number  of 
the  larger  oversea  Mints,  and  with  manufacturers  of 
new  types  of  minting  equipment  which  has  only  re- 
cently come  into  production.  Mr  Holt  said  he  was 
confident  that  Australia’s  new  Mint  will  measure  up 
to  top  world  standards  and  will  be  capable  of  pro- 
ducing Australian  coins  — and  possibly  in  due  course 
the  coins  of  other  countries  which  have  not  established 
their  own  Mints  — on  the  most  economical  basis  prac- 
ticable, without  any  reduction  in  the  high  standards  of 
quality  which  have  been  a feature  of  the  coins  pro- 
duced in  the  past  by  the  Melbourne  and  Perth  branches 
of  the  Royal  Mint. 

In  simple  terms,  the  production  processes  at  the  new 
Mint  will  involve  the  melting  of  raw  metals  into  ingots 
by  high  frequency  induction  furnaces,  the  mechanical 
rolling  of  these  ingots  into  coiled  strip,  the  cutting  of 
coin  blanks  from  this  metallic  strip,  and  the  final 
pressing  of  the  coin  blanks.  The  design  of  the  new 
Mint  has  provision  for  an  observation  gallery  which 
will  enable  the  public  to  observe  at  close  hand  each  of 
these  processes  and  many  other  interesting  operations 
traditionally  associated  with  a National  Mint.  Mr  Holt 
said  that  the  new  Mint  will  undoubtedly  prove  a 
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popular  additional  attraction  for  the  thousands  of 
tourists  who  visit  Canberra  each  year. 

Because  of  the  modern  type  of  equipment  which  will 
be  installed  in  the  Mint,  and  the  fact  that  it  will  not 
include  a gold  refinery,  the  building  itself  will  not 
differ  greatly  in  its  external  features  from  a normal 
large  administrative  structure.  In  particular,  it  will  have 
no  chimney  stacks  and  will  emit  no  noxious  fumes. 

Tenders  are  now  being  called  progressively  for  the 
equipment  to  be  installed  in  the  building.  It  is  expected 
that  Australian  manufacturers  will  be  able  to  tender 
for  the  majority  of  the  items.  Until  these  tenders  are 
received,  and  a final  decision  is  taken  on  the  Mint’s 
initial  scale  of  operations,  no  precise  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  the  equipment  can  be  made,  but  it  is  expected 
that  the  total  cost  of  the  building  and  equipment  will 
be  in  the  vicinity  of  £3,500,000. 

Mr  Holt  added  that  the  new  National  Mint  will  be 
located  in  a non-residential  area  of  the  new  section  of 
Canberra  being  developed  to  the  west  of  the  suburb 
of  Deakin.  The  building  project  will  be  under  the 
control  of  the  National  Capital  Development  Com- 
mission and  the  designs  are  being  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Works. 


* 

Following  on  the  press  statement,  the  Treasurer 
made  a further  announcement  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  1 Afay,  in  reply  to  a question.  He  stated, 
inter  alia: 

“I  would  like  to  clarify  a point  on  which  there  seems 
to  be  some  misunderstanding,  at  least  in  some  sections 
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of  the  press.  There  is  no  question  of  our  minting  one 
new  set  of  coins  and  then,  in  the  event  of  a decision  to 
introduce  decimal  currency,  jettisoning  that  set  of 
coins  in  order  to  produce  a new  set  for  a decimal 
currency  system.  Long  before  it  becomes  practicable 
for  us  to  mint  new  coins  in  the  new  mint  in  Canberra, 
this  Government  will  have  announced  its  decision  with 
regard  to  decimal  currency. 

“Already,  we  have  re-affirmed  our  adoption  of  the 
principle  of  decimal  currency.  There  are  good  reasons 
why  we  do  not  at  this  stage  announce  formally  our 
intention  to  go  ahead  with  such  a system,  or  the  timing 
of  it.  One  of  those  reasons  is  that  the  United  Kingdom 
and  New  Zealand  are  currently  examining  the  question 
of  whether  they  should  adopt  a decimal  currency 
system,  and  the  outcome  could  have  some  bearing  on 
final  details  in  Australia.  Important  questions  and  other 
matters  are  bound  up  with  this  general  question. 

“The  basic  decisions  to  be  taken  prior  to  a final  de- 
termination on  decimal  currency  were  a decision  to 

J 

establish  a new  mint  capable  of  turning  out  the  coins 
required  over  a period  well  in  advance  of  the  intro- 
duction of  decimal  currency  and  a decision  about  a 
change  in  Australia’s  coinage.  Now  that  those  two 
decisions  have  been  taken  and  announced,  we  are  ready 
to  examine  the  next  stage  shortly  and  to  consider 
whether  or  not  we  should  adopt  a decimal  currency 
system.  I think  that  in  arriving  at  a decision  on  that 
matter  we  should  take  into  account  the  outcome  of  the 
examination  now  taking  place  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  New  Zealand.” 


THE  COINAGE  OF  THE  FREE 
CITY  OF  DANZIG 

By  John  Gartner , f.r.n.s. 

For  many  centuries  Danzig,  a port  on  the  Baltic 
Sea,  had  been  a Polish  city,  the  bulk  of  the  population 
however  being  German.  It  was  taken  by  Prussia,  in 
1793,  surrendered  to  Napoleon  in  1807,  and  after  his 
defeat  was  restored  to  Prussia  in  1814. 

The  Free  City  existed  from  1919,  when  it  was 
created  under  the  protection  of  the  League  of  Nations 
by  the  Treaty  of  Versailles,  until  the  outbreak  of 
World  War  II  when,  on  1 September  1939,  Germany 
annexed  the  city.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  war  it  was 
ceded  to  Poland  by  the  Yalta  agreement,  and  now, 
of  course,  it  is  behind  the  Iron  Curtain. 

Coinage  was  struck  by  Danzig  (Polish,  Gdansk) 
from  1920  to  1937,  in  gold,  silver,  nickel,  bronze,  zinc 
and  brass.  The  gulden  was  the  standard,  with  100 
pfennigs  to  1 gulden. 

In  addition  to  the  normal  coinage  some  patterns 
were  struck  in  various  years.  The  10  pfennigs  of  1920 
was  struck  in  silver  from  new  dies  engraved  slightly 
different  to  the  normal;  this  value  also  exists  in  silver 
with  obverse  only;  and  patterns  were  struck  in  zinc 
with  a completely  new  reverse  (the  “large  10”).  In 
1923  a gold  pattern  of  25  guldens  was  issued  in  a 
striking  of  1000  specimens,  and  in  1930  the  same  value 
was  struck  in  gold  with  a new  obverse. 

It  is  very  difficult  today  to  obtain  coins  of  the  Free 
City  in  excellent  condition. 
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CHECKLIST 

No. 

Date 

Value 

Metal 

1 

1920 

10  Pfennigs 

Zinc 

2 

1923 

5 Guldens 

Silver 

3 

2 Guldens 

Silver 

4 

1 Gulden 

Silver 

5 

i Gulden 

Silver 

6 

10  Pfennigs 

Nickel 

7 

5 Pfennigs 

Nickel 

8 

2 Pfennigs 

Bronze 

9 

1 Pfennig 

Bronze 

10 

1926 

2 Pfennigs 

Bronze 

11 

1 Pfennig 

Bronze 

12 

1927 

5 Guldens 

Silver 

13 

\ Gulden 

Silver 

14 

1928 

5 Pfennigs 

Nickel 

15 

1929 

1 Pfennig 

Bronze 

16 

1930 

1 Pfennig 

Bronze 

17 

1932 

5 Guldens 

Silver 

18 

5 Guldens  (Crane) 

Silver 

19 

2 Guldens 

Silver 

20 

1 Gulden 

Nickel 

21 

i Gulden 

Nickel 

22 

10  Pfennigs 

Brass 

23 

5 Pfennigs 

Brass 

24 

1935 

10  Guldens 

Nickel 

25 

5 Guldens 

Nickel 

26 

1937 

2 Pfennigs 

Bronze 

27 

1 Pfennig 

Bronze 

AUSTRALIAN  TOKENS  - 1 


ANNAND,  SMITH  & CO.,  FAMILY 
GROCERS  — MELBOURNE 

By  David  Moorhead 

The  absence  of  published  details  in  numismatic 
journals  relating  to  the  histories  of  those  businessmen 
responsible  for  issuing  Australian  Tradesmen’s  Tokens 
was  brought  to  mind  by  the  paragraph  from  the  Mel- 
bourne Argus  of  20.10.1849  in  the  June  issue  of 
Numisma.  During  the  early  1900s  The  Australian 
Storekeepers’  and  Traders’  Journal  published  a series 
of  short  articles  by  Francis  Gardner,  which  in  many 
instances  are  the  only  available  details  of  businesses 
now  long  extinct.  However,  since  these  articles  were 
published,  some  additional  material  has  become  avail- 
able which  makes  a review  of  some  token  issuers  long 
overdue,  with  pride  of  place  being  given  to  Messrs 
Annand,  Smith  & Co. 

George  Annand  sailed  from  Aberdeen  with  his  wife 
Elizabeth  and  five  children.  Of  pastoral  and  agricultural 
interests  in  his  native  Scotland,  he  was  keen  to  engage 
in  these  activities  in  the  new  Australian  Colonies,  and 
to  this  end  Annand  chartered  a vessel  to  provide  trans- 
port for  emigrants  desirous  of  settling  in  Australia.  He 
was  also  responsible  for  the  provisioning,  and  after  a 
nine-months’  voyage  they  arrived  at  Port  Phillip  in 
September  1841  with  a surplus  of  six  months’  pro- 
visions. This  surplus  led  to  the  establishment  of  the 
grocery  business,  eventually  to  become  Annand,  Smith 
& Co.,  by  George  Annand  entering  into  partnership 
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with  another  Scot,  Robert  Smith,  in  1848.  Robert 
Smith  was  formerly  in  partnership  with  Robert  Fulton, 
operating  an  iron  foundry  in  Flinders  Street,  between 
King  and  Spencer  Streets,  known  as  “Fulton,  Smith  & 
Co.,”  the  foundry  eventually  being  known  as  the  “Ful- 
ton Foundry.  In  1847  Robert  Smith  commenced 
business  with  a grocery  store  off  Bourke  Lane,  then 
joined  George  Annand  in  his  premises  on  the  corner 
of  Collins  and  Queen  Streets,  where  the  ES  & A Bank 
now  stands. 

Annand,  Smith  & Co.,  “family  grocers,”  carried  on 
business  at  these  premises  until  1852  when  George 
Annand  retired  from  the  business.  While  associated 
with  the  company  he  erected  a suite  of  chambers  in 
Queen  Street,  adjacent  to  the  grocery  store,  and  named 
them  “Annand’s  Chambers.”  These  were  also  on  the 
site  of  the  existing  E S & A Bank. 

George  Annand  was  a Melbourne  City  Councillor, 
representing  Lonsdale  Ward  from  June  1847  to  Sep- 
tember 1852.  In  1854  he  entered  the  newly-created 
Legislative  Council,  representing  North  Bourke  Ward 
and  remained  a member  for  two  years.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  Members  of  Parliament  at  this  time  re- 
ceived no  salary!  In  spite  of  the  demands  of  his  civic 
activities,  George  Annand  found  time  to  farm  prop- 
erty at  Bulleen. 

After  the  dissolution  of  Annand,  Smith  & Co.,  the 
grocery  business  was  continued  by  a company  known 
as  “Smith,  Adamson  & Co.,  successors  to  Annand, 
Smith  & Co.”  This  business  operated  from  the  same 
address  as  its  predecessors.  Later  the  business  was 
carried  on  as  “Smith,  Roche  & Co.,”  wholesale  grocers, 
operating  in  Flinders  Street.  Subsequently  Robert 
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Smith  became  a member  of  “James  McKenzie  and 
Co.”  and  remained  associated  with  this  company  for 
many  years.  He  eventually  emigrated  to  New  Zealand, 
but  retained  his  interest  in  the  latter  company  until  his 
death  at  Bulls,  near  Wellington,  in  1885.  George 
Annand  died  in  January  1856  and  was  buried  in  the 
Melbourne  General  Cemetery. 

The  issue  of  Annand,  Smith  tokens  in  1849  was 
blessed  by  the  Melbourne  Argus , as  we  have  already 
seen,  but  the  Melbourne  Daily  News  of  20.10.1849 
accused  the  issuers  of  imitating  the  current  coin  of  the 
realm.  However  an  article  appearing  in  the  Melbourne 
Argus  of  14.1.1850,  only  three  months  after  the  orig- 
inal issue,  indicates  that  the  entire  shipment  of  tokens 
was  then  in  circulation,  and  the  tokens  being  freely 
accepted  by  both  metropolitan  and  provincial  trades- 
people. The  article  also  states  that  Annand,  Smith  had 
received  requests  from  many  parts  of  the  colony  for 
further  supplies  of  the  tokens.  To  meet  this  popular 
demand  a further  order  was  eventually  placed  with 
the  manufacturers  in  Birmingham.  An  advertisement 
appearing  in  the  same  issue  of  the  Melbourne  Argus 
that  announced  the  arrival  of  the  tokens  reads  as  fol- 
lows, 
days: 

“Finest  white  and  blue  starch  direct  from  Colman, 
London,  and  not  the  imitation  made  in  Van  Diemen’s 
Land  — Colman’s  superfine  Thumb  blue  and  mustard. 
— Annand,  Smith  & Co.  Family  Grocers,  Melbourne.” 

The  passage  of  over  a century  has  made  these  notes 
somewhat  sketchy,  but  they  serve  to  acquaint  us  with 
the  background  of  the  businessmen  responsible  for  the 
issuing  of  Australia’s  first  trade  tokens. 


indicating  business  competition  even  in  those 


COMMUNIST  BANK  NOTES  IN 

MALAYA 

By  Basil  Rossi 

To  the  banknote  collector  Asia  offers  one  of  the 
most  promising  fields  for  both  research  and  collection 
of  the  unusual  and  sometimes  unknown. 

This  story  is  one  of  the  most  unusual  forms  of 
currency  found  in  Malaya  — its  discovery  and  the 
secrecy  surrounding  it  - issued  by  the  Malayan  Com- 
munist Party  during  the  Jungle  War  fought  until  last 
year  in  the  Malayan  Peninsula. 

Although  the  Communists  in  Malaya  had  been 
fighting  an  all-out  war  since  12  months  after  the 
Japanese  surrendered  in  1945,  this  story  really  begins 
in  the  library  of  the  Tanghin  Club  in  Singapore  in 
1960,  when  I was  taking  out  books  on  the  Emergency. 

One  of  these  was  Shoot  and  Kill , a book  written  by 
Brigadier  Richard  Miers,  who  had  commanded  a British 
Battalion  during  the  Emergency.  Facing  page  80  were 
two  pictures  — a dead  Communist  Chinese  terrorist 
(CT)  and  a banknote  bearing  a line  drawing  of  Lenin’s 
head  and  the  value  in  Chinese,  $5. 

Although  at  this  time  I was  a keen  researcher  into 
Malayan  currency  and  Honorary  Curator  of  the 
Singapore  National  Museum,  I had  never  heard  of 
such  a note  or  its  origin. 

It  was  at  this  point  that  my  search  really  began.  I 
contacted  firstly  the  Special  Branch  of  the  Malayan 
Police  Force  and  was  lucky  in  striking  a most  sympa- 
thetic and  interested  person  in  the  Johore  State  Police 
Chief,  T.  B.  Voice,  who  advised  me  that  the  infor- 
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mation  on  such  notes  had  now  been  taken  off  the  secret 
list. 

Based  on  a description  of  the  note  that  I had  seen 
in  the  book,  I wrote  formally  to  the  Johore  Police 
stating  that  I had  seen  evidence  of  a $5  CT  note  bear- 
ing a portrait  of  Lenin  with  sickle  and  star  emblem 


above,  issued  by  the  North  Johore  Regional  Committee 
of  the  Malayan  Communist  Party  and  bearing  the 
signature  of  Ma  Lit  Boon. 

His  first  letter  (23  August  1961)  contained  the 
following  information: 

“The  North  Johore  Regional  Committee  of  the 
Communist  Terrorist  Organisation  issued  currency 
notes  early  in  1955  of  5 cents,  10  cents,  50  cents,  $1 
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and  $5  denominations.  Only  the  $1  and  $5  notes  carried 
the  portrait  of  Lenin. 

“The  circulation  of  these  currency  notes  was  re- 
stricted to  members  of  the  Communist  Terrorist 
Organisation  in  the  North  Johore  Region  only  — not 
to  members  of  the  public. 

“These  notes  were  used  for  paying  Communist 
Terrorists  their  monthly  pocket  allowance  (fixed  at 
$7)  for  buying  personal  requisites  from  their  Unit 
quartermasters,  such  as  cigarettes,  tobacco,  tooth- 
brushes, toothpastes,  etc. 

“These  notes  were  allegedly  issued  to  meet  the 
shortage  of  funds  but  their  true  object  was  to  avoid 
the  loss  of  legal  tender  (i.e.,  Malayan  currency  notes) 
through  kills  and  surrenders,  to  discourage  surrenders 
and  to  enable  the  CT  leaders  to  retain  in  their  sole 
possession  all  the  legal  currency  notes  that  came  into 
their  hands.” 

A further  letter  (16  September  1961)  brought  forth 
the  additional  information: 

“Question:  How  much  of  Johore  did  the  North 
Johore  Regional  Committee  cover? 

“Answer:  The  North  Johore  Regional  Committee 
exercised  control  and  command  over  Communist  Ter- 
rorist Organisation  in  the  administrative  Districts  of 
Segamat,  Muar  and  Batu  Pahat. 

“Question:  What  happened  in  the  end  to  Ma  Lit 
Boon,  the  signatory  on  the  note? 

“Answer:  Ma  Lit  Boon  is  a fictitious  name:  no  such 
person  has  ever  existed  as  far  as  is  known.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  Communist  Terrorist  Organisation 
frequently  made  use  of  fictitious  names  when  dealing 
with  matters  involving  financial  administration.  They 
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appeared  to  have  an  inborn  fear  of  subsequent  financial 
involvement. 

“Question:  What  is  the  availability  of  specimens  of 
CT  notes? 

“Answer:  We  have  found  one  copy  of  a 10  cents 
note  and  one  copy  of  a 50  cents  note.  Two  photostats 
of  each  are  enclosed  for  your  retention.  We  have 
written  to  the  Police  Museum  at  the  Federal  Police 
Depot,  Kuala  Lumpur,  enquiring  whether  they  have 
such  notes  in  their  collection.  If  they  have  such  notes 
and  do  not  require  the  ones  that  we  have  found,  then 
I shall  let  you  have  these.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
do  not  have  these  notes,  then  you  will  appreciate  that 
I am  under  obligation  to  give  preference  to  the  Police 
Museum  at  the  Federal  Police  Depot. 

“One  final  point:  please  refer  to  para.  2 of  my  letter 
dated  23  August.  The  final  sentence  in  this  paragraph 
‘only  the  $1  and  $5  dollar  notes  carried  the  portrait  of 
Lenin’  is  not  entirely  accurate,  as  you  will  notice  from 
the  photostat  specimens  of  the  10  and  50  cents  notes 
enclosed.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  earlier  issues  of 
these  CT  notes  bore  the  portrait  of  Lenin,  whereas 
subsequent  issues  may  have  appeared  without  Lenin’s 
portrait.” 

At  this  stage  I had  still  not  physically  seen  an  actual 
piece  of  the  currency.  I wrote  to  Brigadier  Miers,  who 
added  the  following  comment: 

“That  on  a night  in  1956  an  ambush  had  been  ar- 
ranged in  an  area  close  to  Segamat  in  North  Johore. 
The  result  of  the  ambush,  in  which  some  hundreds  of 
shots  were  fired,  was  that  one  terrorist  had  been  shot 
dead,  and  it  was  he  who  was  carrying  the  specimen  of 
the  note  photographed  in  the  book.  This  copy  had 
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been  lost.  Several  other  pieces  had  been  found  in  the 
dead  CT’s  pocket  and  one  of  these  was  taken  by  a 
prominent  Singapore  journalist  who  had  been  on  the 
spot  that  night. 

“He  mentioned  it  briefly  in  a newspaper  article  (and 
was  severely  ‘hauled  over  the  coals’  for  breaking  the 
Official  Secrets  Act).  He  had,  however,  remained  in 
possession  of  the  note. 

“I  wrote  to  the  journalist  in  the  hope  that  he  may 
have  still  retained  it.  He  was  at  the  time  (1961)  holi- 
daying in  Italy,  and  his  reply  was  that  he  had  met  a 
Russian  delegate  to  an  Economic  Conference  in  Kuala 
Lumpur  and  the  Russian  had  denied  publicly  that  the 
Soviet  Union  had  any  connection  with  the  Malayan 
Communist  Party. 

“In  a fit  of  high  rage,  the  journalist  had  sent  him  the 
only  remaining  copy  of  the  note,  which  I presume 
by  now  is  probably  in  a Moscow  Museum.” 

Although  I have  searched  and  advertised  throughout 
Malaya,  not  one  specimen  have  I seen.  I believe  it  is 
possible,  however,  that  some  time  in  the  future,  when 
it  no  longer  becomes  suspect  to  have  such  an  item  in 
one’s  possession,  copies  may  eventually  come  into  the 
hands  of  collectors. 
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